
FADE IN:

OVER BLACK

DYNAMIC SUPERHERO MUSIC as a spinning red and yellow 
stylized “CS” emblem fills the screen and then fades to --

DEEP SPACE 

Earth. The big blue marble. Suddenly --

A YELLOW AND RED STREAK

Races toward the third planet from the sun.

EXT. CITY - DAY

A HUMONGOUS BEAST rampages through downtown. It crushes 
buildings. Swipes HELICOPTERS and WARPLANES from the sky. 
The terrified CITIZENRY flee.

It stops and lets out a TREMENDOUS ELECTRONIC SCREECH --

MONSTER
Bwaaack! Bwaaack! Bwaaack!

The horrible sound continues UNTIL --

The Yellow and Red streak SLAMS into the skull of the 
megalithic monster. Silencing him. The streak caroms off and 
settles on a nearby RADIO TOWER. 

A flowing red cape. A tight yellow suit. A red “CS” upon his 
chest. It’s a man. It’s a hero. It’s --

TERRIFIED CITIZEN (O.S.)
-- Captain Stupendous!!

A cheer rises from the people below. With a smile and a wave 
Captain Stupendous flies off toward the marauding beast. 

The Creature wrenches the Radio Tower free and hurls it 
toward Captain Stupendous. The tower misses and falls toward 
a WOMAN and BABY CARRIAGE below!! 

IN A FLASH Captain Stupendous SWOOPS DOWN and catches the 
tower -- inches above woman and child. 

The beast lets out a disgusted ROAR -- 



MONSTER
Bwaaack! Bwaaack! Bwaaack!

Captain Stupendous SMASHES the Radio Tower down on the 
monster’s skull. The ungodly sound stops. 

The Beast swipes at Captain Stupendous. Our high speed hero 
dodges each swing, a blur of yellow and red. 

The creature reaches for a NEWS HELICOPTER. Captain 
Stupendous flies between beast and machine and is CAUGHT!!

The beast raises Captain Stupendous to eye level. It opens 
its saliva dripping maw --

MONSTER
Bwaaack! Bwaaack! Bwaaack!

Captain Stupendous struggles to wrench himself free. He sees 
a YOUNG BOY below --

CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS
Sheldon! Sheldon...is that you?

The boy steps away from the crowd and calls to his hero --

SHELDON
Yes, Captain Stupendous!

CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS
My situation is dire young Sheldon! 
Only you can help me and save this 
fine city! 

MONSTER
Bwaaack! Bwaaack! Bwaaack!

SHELDON
What can I do?

CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS
I need you to --

From the HELICOPTER --

WOMAN
via megaphone( )

Sheldon...honey...you’re going to 
be late for school!

The Beast, Captain Stupendous and Sheldon all look toward 
the copter. In its open door stands a WOMAN in a bathrobe, 
holding a megaphone. 
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WOMAN
via megaphone( )

It’s 7:30 AM!

MONSTER
Bwaaack! Bwaaack! Bwaaack!

CUT TO:

INT. BEDROOM - DAY

An alarm clock screeches -- BWAAACK! BWAAACK! BWAAACK! A 
HAND smacks the snooze button. The hand’s mother ANGIE, a 
fading midwest beauty, is at the door.

ANGIE
No more snooze button, Sheldon! The 
bus will be here any minute.

SHELDON, 12, sits up. He’s a boy with one foot planted 
firmly in childhood, the other barely aware of puberty. 

He rolls out of bed and waddles toward the bathroom clad 
only in CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS UNDEROOS.

INT. BATHROOM - DAY

Sheldon brushes his teeth with an OFFICIAL CAPTAIN 
STUPENDOUS TOOTHBRUSH. 

He washes his face with CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS SOFT SOAP and 
drys it with a CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS TOWEL.

INT. BEDROOM - DAY

He ties the laces on his CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS TENNIS SHOES and 
grabs his CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS BACKPACK.

AT THE TOP OF THE STAIRS 

Sheldon pauses to eavesdrop on a conversation wafting up 
from the kitchen below --

INT. KITCHEN - DAY

Angie pours coffee for LARRY, her next ex-boyfriend.
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ANGIE
I’m only asking you to spend more 
time with him.

LARRY
Sorry babe. Too busy.

ANGIE
You haven’t worked in four weeks. 
How busy could you be?

LARRY
The kid is weird. 

ANGIE
He’s my son.

LARRY
-- and not mine.

Angie sighs.

ANGIE
If you do this, I’ll give you the 
money to go hunting this weekend.

LARRY
Give or lend?

ANGIE
Give.

LARRY
And the car?

ANGIE
Lend. I will lend you the car.

LARRY
Deal. It can’t be all bad spending 
some time with the little weirdo.

Sheldon is at the kitchen door. Oops.

ANGIE
Morning honey!

She gives him a quick hug. 

ANGIE
Larry has something he wants to ask  
you.
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LARRY
Yeah. Ummm, Angie...er, your mom 
and I were talking...you wanna toss 
the pigskin around after school?

Sheldon eyes Larry with quiet disdain --

SHELDON
I don’t own a mitt.

LARRY
Jesus Christ!! It’s football! You 
don’t need no freaking --

HONK!! HONK!!

ANGIE
Bus!

She hands Sheldon a CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS LUNCHBOX. Pecks his 
cheek and he races out the door.

EXT. HOUSE - DAY

Sheldon bounds down the steps of his house. One of many 
bucolic neat homes. Some with picket fences. Small town 
America. 

He sprints across the yard and hops a pile of autumn leaves. 
A REAL ESTATE AGENT hangs a “SOLD” sign on the house next 
door.

REAL ESTATE AGENT
New neighbors coming soon!

As he races past, toward the MOVING BUS --

SHELDON
Kids?

REAL ESTATE AGENT
Not sure.

The bus finally notices Sheldon and stops.

INT. BUS - DAY

Sheldon climbs the stairs. He faces the FULL BUS. The 
annoyed BUS DRIVER barks --

BUS DRIVER
Pick a seat. Don’t dawdle.
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Sheldon tentatively walks the aisle. Kids make themselves as 
big as possible not leaving Sheldon any room.

BUS DRIVER 
Hurry up...we’re running late!

Sweat beads on Sheldon’s forehead. He’s desperate for a 
place to sit. And then he finds one. A fully empty seat. 

Relieved, he lowers his butt -- and a foot blocks his path.

TERRY
That’s my seat.

TERRY, future three strikes offender, straddles two seats. 
Behind him sit his henchmen THE TWINS - pale, tall, freaks 
of nature.

SHELDON
But your sitting over there.

TERRY
This is my seat too.

BUS DRIVER
Hey kid! Take a seat!

The other kids start yelling at Sheldon. They don’t want to 
be late. The Twins punch their fists into open palms. Terry 
mouths the words -- “Sit and you’re dead.”

BUS DRIVER
Don’t make me come back there!

The sweat returns to Sheldon’s forehead. The Driver and 
children continue to shout. 

The Driver FINALLY RISES --

INT. SCHOOL OFFICE - DAY

Quiet. Sheldon sits in a chair just outside the Principal's 
door. He fiddles with a CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS ACTION FIGURE. 
The SCHOOL SECRETARY tosses him a pathetic glance. 

Inside the office, his mother argues with the Principal --

ANGIE
The little felon wouldn’t let him 
sit!
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PRINCIPAL
That’s not what the Driver reported 
as well as other witnesses.

ANGIE
Witnesses? They’re future co-
defendants!

PRINCIPAL
Angie...

ANGIE
-- Ms. Ambrose to you!

PRINCIPAL
...this episode isn’t the only 
reason I asked you here today. I’m 
sure you are aware of the greater 
issues regarding Sheldon.

ANGIE
What issues?

PRINCIPAL
He has no friends to speak of. He 
brings dolls to school --

Outside in the main office, Sheldon mouths the words as his 
mother screams them --

ANGIE 
They’re Action Figures!

PRINCIPAL
Sheldon is almost 13. He’s 
beginning 7th grade. But he still 
acts like a child. He shows no 
interest in sports. Or girls...

ANGIE
Girls? So I can be a grandmother 
before I’m forty?

COURTNEY, quirky in style yet somehow girlish, enters the 
school’s main office. 

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Shouldn’t you be in detention, 
Courtney?

Courtney hands her a document.

COURTNEY
Mr. Kinosian needs 25 copies.
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The School Secretary pries herself from computer solitaire 
and waddles off to fulfill the order. Courtney notices 
Sheldon --

COURTNEY
What you in for?

Sheldon shrugs.

COURTNEY
Right. We’re all innocent. Nice 
action figure. Is it a MacFarlane?

A bit surprised --

SHELDON
I keep the MacFarlanes on a shelf 
at home. This is a Hasbro.

COURTNEY
Cool. Every day in-the-trenches 
stuff. I dig it.

The Secretary returns with her copies.

COURTNEY
Thanks.

to Sheldon( )
See you around, Sheldon.

Sheldon watches her sashay out.

IN THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE, the battle continues --

PRINCIPAL
I can forget this one incident. But 
there needs to be further 
discussion regarding Sheldon’s 
future here at this school. 

The Principal assumes a more sympathetic and familiar 
tone --

PRINCIPAL
Fred was a friend, a good man and 
father. But since he died there 
hasn’t been a stable male influence 
for Sheldon at home.

OUTSIDE, Sheldon clutches the action figure tightly. Closes 
his eyes.
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ANGIE
What the hell does that mean? 
There’s Larry! He’s...stable! 

A sound of a chair scooting as Angie rises to leave.

ANGIE
And he’s playing catch with Sheldon 
after school today!

PRINCIPAL
That’s fantastic. I only wish the 
best for Sheldon. 

Angie appears at the door.

PRINCIPAL
Angie --

She stops.

PRINCIPAL
I want to help him.

ANGIE
He doesn’t need help.

Angie storms past her son. Sheldon rises and follows.

INT. CAR (MOVING) - DAY

Sheldon looks straight ahead. Angie grips the wheel so tight 
her knuckles turn white. Total silence.

Except for the radio. The song ends with a news update --

RADIO
Police reported another break-in by 
the so-called Bedtime Bandit. This 
time the midnight marauder hit 
Norma’s Sweet Shop on Main. No 
money was taken but 20 gallons of 
Ice Cream in a variety of flavors 
was reported missing.

Angie turns OFF THE RADIO.

ANGIE
Are we going to drive home in 
silence?
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SHELDON
I thought you were listening to the 
radio.

ANGIE
I cannot keep leaving work early to 
meet with the principal.

SHELDON
I’m sorry.

ANGIE
If I’m not at work I don’t make 
money.

SHELDON
I said I’m sorry.

Her frustration erupts --

ANGIE
You don’t have to be sorry! You 
just have to be normal!

Angie immediately regrets her choice of words.

ANGIE
What I mean is, this whole Captain 
America thing --

SHELDON
-- Stupendous...Captain Stupendous.

ANGIE
-- it’s gotten out of control. 

SHELDON
Dad liked Captain Stupendous. Did 
you think he wasn’t normal?

ANGIE
That’s unfair.

SHELDON
So is making me play catch with 
Larry.

ANGIE
It’s just a show. A comic book. 
It’s all pretend! 

SHELDON
I know it’s just a show. I like it 
like you like Oprah. 
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ANGIE
I don’t wear Oprah panties and eat 
Oprah cereal.

SHELDON
I know he isn’t real, Mom. I’m not 
a kid.

ANGIE
Then please start acting like 
you’re not a kid! Can you focus on 
other things? Like sports?

Sheldon shakes his head.

ANGIE
Music? You like music right? You 
could learn an instrument...

Sheldon shrugs it off. Angie hesitates, then --

ANGIE
...girls?

Sheldon looks away. 

ANGIE
Do you even know any girls?

He thinks for a long moment.

SHELDON
Kelly Ryan.

ANGIE
He was a girl?

Sheldon nods.

ANGIE
Honey, Kelly moved away when you 
were 10. You haven’t had a friend - 
boy or girl - since. 

SHELDON
I don’t need friends. I have you.

Angie’s heart is warmed by the sentiment. But --

ANGIE
I don’t go to school with you. And 
you can’t take me to prom. At least 
I hope you won’t.
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She turns the wheel hard to the right --

ANGIE
The point is I love you and I want 
you to be happy.

SHELDON
I am happy.

ANGIE
Really?

SHELDON
Really.

Angie is relieved. The conversation is over. She smiles. 
Sheldon does not. He sees something over Angie’s shoulder.

SHELDON
Did Larry get a new truck?

Angie turns to see a HOT PINK PICK-UP TRUCK in the driveway.

EXT. SHELDON’S HOUSE - DAY

Sheldon sits on the porch. Inside, Angie and Larry battle. 
CLOTHES fall from an upstairs window to the lawn below.

A YOUNG WOMAN exits the house. She tucks in her shirt. 

SHELDON
That your truck?

YOUNG WOMAN
Yup. You must be Sheldon.

SHELDON
Uh-huh.

YOUNG WOMAN
Larry told me all about you.

SHELDON
Larry never mentioned you.

Larry storms out the front door. More clothes and other 
Larry-crap falls from the sky. He scoops up what he can.

LARRY
C’mon. Let’s go.

Larry throws a bundle of clothes in the bed of her truck.
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YOUNG WOMAN
Where?

LARRY
Your place.

YOUNG WOMAN
But my parents are home!

Larry grabs a few more items from the front lawn.

SHELDON
We still playing catch?

Larry looks up. Face red. Sheldon smiles. Larry wants to say 
something but instead jumps in the truck. It peels out.

INT. ANGIE’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Sheldon quietly enters. Angie lays passed out on the bed. 
The TV softly illuminates the room. A half-drunk glass and a 
fully-empty wine bottle sit on the nightstand.

Sheldon covers her with a blanket and kisses her on the 
cheek. She murmurs, then falls back into a drunken slumber. 

INT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Teacher DAVID CHAMPION, handsome with a dash of geek, sits 
behind his desk. His classroom is empty. A knock at the 
door. He looks up to see -- 

ARIEL ANDERS, the hot teacher every boy hopes for but only 
sees in movies and on TV.

ARIEL ANDERS
Hello, Mr. Champion. I want to 
welcome you to the school.

DAVID CHAMPION
Thank you, Ms...?

ARIEL ANDERS
...Anders. 

Ariel sits on the edge of his desk. Crossing her legs. 

ARIEL ANDERS
But you can call me Ariel.

David gulps. Intimidated by the feminine wiles of Ms. 
Anders. He pushes his chair away from the desk and we see --
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A WHEELCHAIR. Ariel hops up.

ARIEL ANDERS
Oh! You’re...ah...I didn’t know 
that you were --

A RINGING in David’s ears. He cringes.

ARIEL ANDERS
Are you okay?

The ringing continues, along with a disembodied voice --

VOICE (O.C.)
Mr. Champion duty calls. Please 
report to Sector G. Duty calls.

David rolls toward the door.

DAVID CHAMPION
I have to go.

He quickly rolls out of the classroom and into the --

HALLWAY

David rolls faster and faster. Behind him, Ariel watches him 
race off. He rips open his shirt revealing YELLOW SPANDEX 
and a red “CS” --

EXT. SCHOOL - DAY

David Champion BURSTS OUT THE DOOR! The speed of his chair 
increasing until he becomes a BLUR OF YELLOW AND RED. The 
blur rises into the air.

INT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Sheldon watches Captain Stupendous STREAKS OFF into the sky 
ON TV. He shovels in sugared cereal from a large bowl. 

Angie trudges downstairs. The noise from the TV attacks her 
aching skull. Through squinty bloodshot eyes --

ANGIE
What time is it?

Sugar induced manic, not tearing his gaze from the tube --
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SHELDON
Dunno. Captain Stupendous started 
at 8 AM. It’s a two hour block but 
I’m not sure if this the third or 
fourth half hour.

Another mouthful of cereal. From the TV --

NARRATOR
This concludes this week’s episode 
of Captain Stoooopennnndous!!!

SHELDON
chewing( )

10 o’clock.

ANGIE
10? What about school?

SHELDON
Saturday.

Angie turns off the TV and collapses next to Sheldon on the 
couch. Banging and shouting outside drives a stake through 
her brain. 

ANGIE
Can you go see what that is?

Sheldon peeks out the window --

OUTSIDE -- MEN in overalls unload a MOVING TRUCK.

SHELDON
New neighbors moving in.

Angie rubs her temples.

ANGIE
Nice. Any kids?

Sheldon sees TWO MEN carry two very large expensive and 
fragile looking FLOOR VASES.

SHELDON
Nope.

Sheldon sees a HANDSOME MAN directing the movers.

SHELDON
I see a man.

ANGIE
And a wife?
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MOVERS struggle to maneuver an ARCADE GAME from the truck.

SHELDON
He’s single.

Angie’s mood perks up a bit. Maybe she’ll take a peek. She 
sees the Handsome Man. Not bad.

ANGIE
Maybe we should go over and say 
hello. Welcome the new neighbor.

More bachelor paraphernalia is unloaded from the truck. Dart 
board. Neon Beer signs. A half dead ficus tree.

She pulls her robe a bit closer, licks the slime off her 
front teeth and brushes the hair from her face.

ANGIE
Is that pie still in the fridge?

SHELDON
It’s missing a piece.

ANGIE
Nothing a little Cool Whip can’t 
fix.

EXT. NEXT DOOR - DAY

Sheldon trails after his mother. Angie is dressed in an 
outfit just north of trashy. She carries a COOL WHIP COVERED 
PIE. The truck and movers are gone. 

The two ascend a ramp, up the porch, to the front door. She 
rings the doorbell.

SHELDON
Movers left their ramp.

ANGIE
Focus Sheldon!

The door opens and --

No one is there. Until Angie looks down to --

A MAN in a wheelchair. Handsome. Rugged. 

But in a wheelchair.
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ANGIE
taken aback( )

Ummm...hello. We’re...ahh, Angie 
and this is my son Sheldon.

Sheldon gives a shy wave. Angie cranes her neck scanning the 
insides of the house. Looking for the Handsome Man.

ANGIE
We live next door and we’re looking 
for our new neighbor.

WHEELCHAIR MAN
That would be me. Hi. I’m David.

He extends a hand. 

ANGIE
But I thought....I mean I saw....

David withdraws his unshaken hand.

ANGIE
Where’s the guy who was here this 
morning? The one in the red shirt?

DAVID
You must mean Steve. Mr. Good 
Looking. He was the moving crew 
supervisor...and he left about an 
hour ago. I can get you his card --

David begins to turn his chair -- Angie’s slightly ashamed.

ANGIE
No. No. That’s not necessary. 
You’re the new neighbor. We’re here 
to see you. Here. This is for you.

She hands him the pie. It’s an awkward moment.

ANGIE
It’s a pie.

DAVID
Thanks.

ANGIE
Well...umm...welcome. To the 
neighborhood.

DAVID
Would you like to come in?
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ANGIE
Oh no. You have a lot of unpacking 
to do and we...have um, things. 
Things to do. So...you have a good 
day then.

Angie turns and scoots down the ramp. Sheldon looks the new 
neighbor over. In his chair, David is nearly eye-to-eye to 
Sheldon.

SHELDON
It’s missing a piece. Under all the 
Cool Whip.

DAVID
Thanks for the tip.

Sheldon chases after his mother. David watches his odd 
neighbors head home.

INT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Complete unchaperoned pandemonium.

Sheldon doodles a stylized “CS” in a notebook. The rest of 
the page is filled with a surprisingly good sketch of his 
favorite superhero vanquishing an evildoer. 

Sheldon looks up. Courtney stares at him. She doesn’t look 
away. Sheldon does. 

The Principal enters. The students race to their seats and 
quiet down. Sheldon continues to doodle.

PRINCIPAL
I’m sure you all heard about Ms. 
Tisdale’s unfortunate accident this 
weekend.

A portion of the classroom giggles. The Principal glares.

PRINCIPAL
We all wish Ms. Tisdale a swift 
recovery but due to her...um, 
condition --

More widespread giggling. Another glare.

PRINCIPAL
-- it is possible she will not be 
available for the remainder of the 
school year. 
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The class erupts in cheers. The Principal struggles to be 
heard above the din.

PRINCIPAL
In the meantime--!

The class quiets.

PRINCIPAL
In the meantime, we have a fine 
substitute to fulfil her duties 
until a long term solution can be 
found. I ask...I beg...for your 
cooperation. Thank you.

The Principal exits. The class remains quiet. Then David -- 
Sheldon’s neighbor -- rolls in. Sheldon sits up. Hushed 
murmuring spreads through the class.

DAVID
I know what you are all thinking. 
So let’s put it out there, get it 
out the open so it won’t distract 
us from learning.

A pause.

DAVID
The hair is real.

David turns to the blackboard. Grabs a piece of chalk and 
begins to write. M - R - C - H - A - M - P --

DAVID
My name is Mr. Champ.

Sheldon suddenly feels hot. Remembering --

CUT TO:

CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS EPISODE (FLASHBACK)

Ariel Anders at the classroom door --

ARIEL ANDERS
Hello, Mr. Champion. I want to 
welcome you to the school.

CUT TO:
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EXT. PORCH (FLASHBACK) - DAY

David extends his hand to Angie --

WHEELCHAIR MAN
That would be me. Hi. I’m David.

BACK TO:

THE CLASSROOM

Sheldon is woozy. The room spins. He rises from his seat.

COURTNEY
Are you okay Sheldon?

Sheldon takes a step --

TERRY
I think he’s going down!!

-- and he crashes to the floor.

INT. NURSE’S OFFICE - DAY

Sheldon’s eyes flutter open. He slowly sits up.

NURSE
Breakfast is the most important 
meal of the day. Do you understand 
the commotion you caused? 

Sheldon looks around. How did he get here?

NURSE
Low blood sugar is not to be 
trifled with. Your mother --

SHELDON
-- you called my mother?

NURSE
Tried. We didn’t get an answer.

SHELDON
It’s okay. I’ll be fine. Please 
don’t call my mother.

NURSE
And how do you intend on getting 
home?
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SHELDON
Bus?

NURSE
The last bus left a half hour ago. 
Let me try your mother again.

She picks up the phone and dials. From the office door --

DAVID
I can drive him home.

INT. VAN - DAY

David drives. Sheldon, sitting next to what could possibly 
be his hero, stares incredulously, as David explains --  

DAVID
This one’s for the gas --

The Van accelerates as he presses a lever.

DAVID
And we got the brake over here.

David grabs another lever and the van slows. He turns to 
Sheldon. The boy continues to stare. 

David, a bit uncomfortable, goes back to driving.

DAVID
The pie was good.

EXT. DAVID’S HOUSE - DAY

The van pulls into the driveway. Next door Angie paces her 
porch.

INT. VAN - DAY

David puts it in park.

DAVID
Looks like your mom is home.

Sheldon quickly reaches for the door.

SHELDON
Thanks for the ride.

And he hops out and races toward his house.
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DAVID
Nice talking with you.

EXT. SHELDON’S HOUSE - DAY

Sheldon races up the steps, past his mother --

ANGIE
I just got the messages from 
school, are you all --

Sheldon runs inside without a word to his mother.

ANGIE
-- right?

INT. SHELDON’S BEDROOM - DAY

Sheldon drops his backpack. He scans a shelf of DVDs. He 
grabs one and pops it into a player. He fast-forwards until 
he gets to the scene he’s looking for --

ON THE TV --

David Champion/Captain Stupendous says good-bye to ALLISON 
APPLEBY, a stunning blonde.

DAVID CHAMPION
It’s time for me to go Ms. Appleby.

ALLISON APPLEBY
Please David. Call me Allison.

DAVID CHAMPION
I have an offer from a school back 
east.

ALLISON APPLEBY
Whatever the offer is...we’ll 
double it.

SHELDON

Turns from the TV and looks out the window. He watches his 
mother talk to David.

The drama continues to UNFOLD ON TV --
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DAVID CHAMPION
on TV( )

That wouldn’t be fair to the kids. 
I’m a substitute teacher, Allison. 
I can’t stay on in one place too 
long.

ALLISON APPLEBY
on TV( )

Can’t...or won’t?

DAVID CHAMPION
on TV( )

It’s just the way it is. There’s 
always another school, another 
town, that needs someone like me.

David rolls up the ramp and into his house.

INT. SHELDON’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Sheldon still sits at the window. Now with binoculars. He 
watches David roll from room to room. 

Downstairs, the DOORBELL RINGS. Sheldon doesn’t move. After 
a moment, a knock on his bedroom door. Sheldon stashes the 
binoculars as his door opens. 

It’s his mom. She has an odd look on her face.

ANGIE
You have...a visitor.

Courtney peaks in.

COURTNEY
Hey.

Slightly shocked --

SHELDON
Hey.

COURTNEY
I brought your homework.

She holds out a folder. Sheldon takes it. 

SHELDON
Cool.

A goofy Mom smile from Angie. An awkward silence as Courtney 
and Sheldon look at Angie --
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ANGIE
I have some stuff downstairs I need 
to do. So I’ll just, yeah --

Angie leaves. Courtney scans Sheldon’s room. Packed with 
Captain Stupendous figurines, books, DVDs.

COURTNEY
That was some show today.

SHELDON
I guess I didn’t eat enough 
breakfast.

COURTNEY
I guess.

She walks over and sits on the edge of Sheldon’s bed.

COURTNEY
You feeling better now?

SHELDON
Uh-huh.

She leans back on her elbows, after a beat --

COURTNEY
So you gonna show me or what?

Huh?

SHELDON
Show you?

COURTNEY
Your MacFarlanes silly.

INT. SHELDON’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Sheldon and Courtney sit on the floor. An array of ACTION 
FIGURES before them. Courtney pages through a COMIC BOOK.

COURTNEY
He’s so cartoonish.

SHELDON
It’s a comic.

COURTNEY
What I mean is he seems 
unrealistic. He’s too nice.
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SHELDON
Let me guess. Spiderman?

COURTNEY
I dig Spiderman. 

SHELDON
Girls always do.

COURTNEY
Spiderman is cool.

SHELDON
Being a Superhero isn’t about cool. 
A true Superhero has honor in his 
heart. Batman is driven by revenge. 
The Fantastic Four just want fame. 
And Spiderman? He’s a nerd, trying 
to be cool. Just to impress a girl. 

COURTNEY
There’s nothing wrong with nerds 
trying to impress girls...

Sheldon doesn’t catch the hint --

SHELDON
Captain Stupendous does what’s 
right because it’s right. He wants 
to do good. He travels from town to 
town. Bringing justice to the meek 
and downtrodden. He helps those who 
have nowhere else to turn.

COURTNEY
Like the A-team?

Frustrated --

SHELDON
Not like the A-Team!

COURTNEY
I’m kidding. Captain Stupendous is 
a very righteous man. I still like 
Spiderman best. I guess that makes 
me a girl.

Courtney reaches to pick up a figurine. Unknowingly 
accentuating her girliness to Sheldon --

SHELDON
G-Guess so.
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Sheldon nervously stacks comic books. 

Courtney holds a very SPECIAL FIGURINE -- David Champion in 
his wheelchair, behind him Captain Stupendous flies toward 
the heavens.

COURTNEY
Do you think there’s anything odd 
about our new History teacher?

Sheldon slows his comic book recovery program.

SHELDON
No...why?

COURTNEY
Isn’t it a kind of a weird 
coincidence? 

SHELDON
What coincidence?

COURTNEY
C’mon, you of all people must have 
noticed. He’s a substitute teacher. 
He’s in a wheelchair.

Sheldon stops sorting. Courtney holds up the figurine. 

COURTNEY
His name even. David Champ...

She flutters the plastic cape. Sheldon grabs the figure.

SHELDON
You’re gonna break it!

His reaction surprises Courtney. 

SHELDON
Captain Stupendous' alter ego is 
David Champion. Our teacher is 
David Champ!

COURTNEY
Big difference.

Sheldon places the figure on a shelf. Its place of honor. 

SHELDON
I’m kind of tired.

COURTNEY
Oh. Okay.
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Courtney stands. 

COURTNEY
See you at school tomorrow?

SHELDON
Probably.

She leaves. Sheldon heads to his window. He watches Courtney 
walk past David’s house. 

Inside a light is on. Sheldon can see David open a closet. 
Sheldon grabs his binoculars for a better look. He catches a 
glimpse of something hanging in the closet. 

Something RED AND YELLOW. 

Then the light goes out.

INT. SHELDON’S BEDROOM - DAY

Angie peeks her head in.

ANGIE
Time to get --

Sheldon’s bed is empty. His backpack is gone.

ANGIE
-- up.

EXT. DAVID’S HOUSE - DAY

Sheldon stands before the house. Debating his next move.

Finally, he ascends the porch ramp. His confidence grows 
with each step. He holds his hand up to knock, but --

He chickens out. Then the DOOR OPENS -- 

DAVID
Sheldon? What are you doing here?

SHELDON
I, uh, wanted to ask you something.

DAVID
It can’t wait for school?

SHELDON
It’s not about school. 
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David’s phone rings.

DAVID
Come on in. 

David rolls to answer the phone. Sheldon follows.

INT. DAVID’S HOUSE - DAY

Sheldon looks around. Soaking in every nook and cranny. It 
all appears so average. So normal. So un-superhero.

David covers the phone receiver --

DAVID
I’ll just be a moment. Make 
yourself comfortable.

He rolls out of the room. Sheldon pokes around. Cautiously. 
He walks up the hall. David is in the kitchen speaking in 
hushed tomes. Sheldon strains to hear but cannot.

He sees an open door. Sheldon enters --

INT. DAVID’S STUDY - DAY

Sheldon walks to the window. Across the way he sees his 
bedroom window. Sheldon turns and eyes the closet. The 
closet from the night before.

He slowly opens the door. It CREAKS slightly. It’s still 
there. Red. Yellow. Sheldon pushes aside the clothing --

A CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS suit! 

A shadow grows and envelopes Sheldon. He turns. A silhouette 
blocks a blinding light.

DAVID
serious( )

So...you know my secret.

David rolls forward. And his face is revealed. 

Sheldon is busted. He wants to run. To crawl inside himself. 
But this is why he is here.

SHELDON
Your...s-secret?

DAVID
It’s obvious isn’t it?
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David pulls down the Captain Stupendous suit. He holds it 
before himself and poses. With a deep voice --

DAVID
I’m Captain Stupendous.

Sheldon cannot believe his ears. It’s true! 

His neighbor is --

SHELDON
Captain Stupendous? You’re Captain 
Stupendous???

David drops the look of grandeur.

DAVID
I’m kidding Sheldon. It’s a 
Halloween costume.

David hangs the costume back up. 

DAVID
There aren’t too many cool costumes 
for guys in a chair.

Sheldon fails to mask a bitter disappointment.

DAVID
You didn’t really think --?

SHELDON
No! 

beat, quieter( )
Of course not.

DAVID
You wouldn’t be the first kid --.

SHELDON
-- I’m not a kid.

The last word hangs in the air for a moment.

DAVID
What were you going to ask me?

Sheldon searches for some BS but fails.

SHELDON
I forgot.

One last awkward pause, before --
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DAVID
You want a ride to school?

SHELDON
No. I’d rather take the bus.

INT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Sheldon is deep into a complicated drawing of Captain 
Stupendous. David lectures.

SHELDON’S DRAWING

The superhero streaks from David’s front porch. Next door 
Sheldon watches in amazement.

DAVID
Sheldon....Sheldon...?

Sheldon is lost in his drawing.

TERRY
Hey! Shelly!

The class laughs. All but Courtney. Sheldon snaps to. 

DAVID
That’ll be all, Terrence.

A very small portion of the class stifle giggles. Terry 
punches one of the giggling Twins in the arm.

DAVID
Is everything all right?

Sheldon covers the drawing with his hands. He looks around. 
His face red with embarrassment. 

SHELDON
Yeah. I’m all right.

DAVID
Then let’s continue.

David rolls to the front of the class to continue the 
lesson.

Terry mouths the words: “You are a Dork,” and high fives the 
Twins. Sheldon sinks into his seat.
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INT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

Two CHEERLEADERS hang a banner -- “Halloween Masquerade 
Ball!”

Below them, Sheldon struggles to open his locker. He gives 
up and pounds the locker door. A few lockers away --

COURTNEY
It’s right first -- then all the 
way around left -- then back right 
again.

Sheldon stands back defeated. 

COURTNEY
C’mon. Give it up. What’s the 
combo?

Sheldon hesitates.

COURTNEY
You wanna get into your locker or 
what?

SHELDON
6 - 32 - 10.

With a few deft spins of the dial, Courtney opens his 
locker.

SHELDON
Thanks.

She walks back to her own.

SHELDON
Why are you being so nice to me?

COURTNEY
Would you rather I wasn’t?

No. He doesn’t.

SHELDON
I’m just surprised you even know my 
name.

COURTNEY
We’ve had class together for over a 
month. I think I should know your 
name.
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SHELDON
Most don’t.

COURTNEY
Then what do they call you?

SHELDON
They usually don’t. But it’s 
usually Shelly. Captain Homo. Or 
Super Dork.

Courtney closes her locker.

COURTNEY
Super Dork?

SHELDON
Terry.

COURTNEY
I went to elementary school with 
Terry. He had a nickname too. 

SHELDON
Really?

COURTNEY
In the third grade he peed his 
pants.

SHELDON
What’d they call him?

COURTNEY
Pee-Pee pants. It was the third 
grade. That’s about as creative as 
it gets.

SHELDON
How come he isn’t pee-pee pants 
anymore?

Terry and the TWINS lumber past. They play fight. Until 
Terry launches one into the lockers.

TWIN #1
Ow!!

Terry laughs and they all head down the hall. They tear down 
the Halloween dance banner.

COURTNEY
Would you call him pee-pee pants?
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Sheldon shakes his head.

COURTNEY
You wanna come over to my house 
after school today...Shelly?

Sheldon is pained by the insulting name. She rolls her eyes 
in a friendly sort of way.

COURTNEY
I’m kidding. Lighten up. You really 
need to work on your sense of 
humor.

She looks over and sees the Cheerleaders reassembling the 
banner -- then back to Sheldon --

COURTNEY
Especially if you’re gonna take me 
to the Halloween dance.

She sashays down the hall. Sheldon watches her for a moment. 

Then he follows. 

INT. RICKY’S COMICS AND CARDS - DAY

RICKY, chubby tattooed proprietor, lays an oversized 
leatherbound book on the counter.

RICKY
I inherited this from the previous 
owner. No one has ever asked to see 
it -- until today.

Sheldon wipes dust from the decades old book -- THE ORIGINS 
AND HISTORY OF CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS.

He opens it. The binding cracks as if still new.

RICKY
Kids ain’t into the Captain these 
days. 

Sheldon scans page after page of classic strips.

RICKY
No cleavage. No carnage. The bad 
guys don’t even carry guns.

SHELDON
How much?
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RICKY
75 bucks.

Sheldon’s face cannot hide his disappointment.

RICKY
It’s a collector’s item. 

SHELDON
Can I borrow it?

RICKY
Does this look like a library?

The bell on the front door JINGLES. A 30-something UBERGEEK 
enters. Ricky leaves to greet him.

Sheldon scans the pages. Absorbing all he can. Years of 
Captain Stupendous lore. The 30’s. The 40’s  The 50’s.

UBERGEEK
I heard about last night.

RICKY
Yeah...crazy. The Bedtime Bandit 
strikes again.

Their conversation piques Sheldon’s interest. He continues 
to flip pages but he listens to the Ubergeek and Ricky talk.

SHELDON
He get much?

RICKY
Nothing but caught. When the cops 
showed up he was hanging from the 
light pole out front.

UBERGEEK
You’re kidding?

RICKY
Nope. By the seat of his pants.

Sheldon flips the next -age of the book. 

ON THE PAGE, Captain Stupendous hangs a burglar from a light 
pole. By the seat of his pants.

RICKY
They figure he was looking for a 
way in on the second floor. Musta 
slipped --
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SHELDON
-- or maybe he was put there.

Ubergeek and Ricky turn to Sheldon. He swallows hard before 
continuing his theory.

SHELDON
M-maybe someone caught him and 
maybe they hung him up there. 

RICKY
Like who?

SHELDON
A...superhero.

A pause then --

Ubergeek starts laughing. Ricky not so much.

UBERGEEK
Oh that’s great! I suppose Batman 
stopped by on his way to Gotham 
City!

More laughing. But not Ricky. Serious --

RICKY
Batman can’t fly dude. 

Ubergeek cuts off his laughter.

UBERGEEK
So?

RICKY
The superhero in question would 
have to be able to fly in order to 
place the perpetrator up on the 
pole.

UBERGEEK
Batman could jump. Or employ the 
utility belt.

RICKY
You’re reaching bro. 

UBERGEEK
I suppose you’re right. The Caped 
Crusader is not the obvious choice. 
This does call for a flying hero. 
Like the Silver Surfer --
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RICKY
-- Johnny Flame --

Sheldon holds up the book.

SHELDON
-- or Captain Stupendous.

Ubergeek looks at the page with the burglar hanging from the 
light pole.

UBERGEEK
You’re serious? Captain Stupendous?

Sheldon excitedly flips through the book.

SHELDON
Why not? Captain Stupendous can 
fly! And he’s the kind of hero who 
will --

UBERGEEK
Whoa...whoa...whoa...! Slow down 
kid. This is all just a theoretical 
conversation. There are no 
superheroes.

to Ricky( )
Children. Did my package come in?

Ricky reaches below the counter. He holds up a box. 

RICKY
One mint condition Thor in its 
original packaging for the 
collection --

Ricky brings up another --

RICKY
-- and one to play with.

UBERGEEK
Awesome!! 

Ubergeek exits. Ricky returns his attention to Sheldon.

RICKY
What were you saying about a 
superhero?

Sheldon closes the book. Feeling self-conscious --
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SHELDON
It was nothing. I was just goofing 
around.

Very serious in a quiet voice --

RICKY
It ain’t nothing to goof around 
about. Nerd King was wrong. I was 
wrong. About you that is. I always 
pegged you as one of the regular 
dorks. But it’s obvious...you’re 
not.

Ricky leans in. Invading Sheldon’s space.

RICKY
You know. 

Queer smile --

RICKY
You’re enlightened.

Ricky rolls up his sleeve revealing a TATTOO. 3 stars around 
a triangle.

RICKY
You see that? It’s the mark. The 
mark of those who know the truth.

Sheldon’s discomfort grows, he grabs his Captain Stupendous 
comic. He slowly backs away from Ricky.

RICKY
Come back anytime and use the book. 

Sheldon continues backwards toward the exit. 

RICKY
Ten percent off all purchases to 
believers!

Keeping his eyes on Ricky. Sheldon backs out the door.

RICKY
We’ll talk!

EXT. STREET - DAY

A Capra-esque thoroughfare. Sheldon, still shuffling 
backwards out the door, knocks into  --
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TERRY
Hey Super Dork!

Terry snatches the comic.

SHELDON
Give me that! You’re gonna rip it!

Terry and the Twins play keep away. Sheldon fruitlessly 
tries to regain the comic.

From behind a SHADOW GROWS and envelops Terry --

DAVID
Give it back, Terrence.

Terry sees David and eyes him with disdain. He holds the 
comic high above Sheldon’s head

TERRY
Why should I?

DAVID
Because your gang has left you high 
and dry.

Terry looks back to see his buddies sprint up the street.

TERRY
snarls( )

You’re outta of your realm teacher! 
Out here you got no power!

David rolls closer.

DAVID
Maybe so. But tomorrow. Come third 
period. You’ll be back in my realm.

Terry considers the not so veiled threat. Then hands the 
comic to Sheldon.

TERRY
Here ya go, dinkus.

Sheldon reaches for it. Terry drops it. He laughs and runs 
after his pals. Sheldon eyes David with quiet awe.

SHELDON
softly( )

You saved the day...

DAVID
More like the comic.
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David reaches for it. Sheldon snatches it up before he can.

DAVID
I used to be a comic book nut. Who 
do you read?

Sheldon shoves it in a back pocket.

SHELDON
It’s an Archie.

DAVID
Kind of dated isn’t it?

SHELDON
I like Jughead. He’s funny.

Courtney jogs up.

COURTNEY
There you are! You ready?

SHELDON
Sure.

COURTNEY
See ya, Mr. Champ!

Courtney takes Sheldon’s arm and they walk away. David 
notices the title of the FOLDED COMIC BOOK in his rear 
pocket.

CAPTAIN STUPENDOUS. He slowly turns back to the store and 
sees --

Ricky. Staring at him from the store window. Busted, Ricky 
spins and knocks over a stand of comics. He draws down the 
shade and flips the OPEN sign to CLOSED. 

INT. COURTNEY’S HOUSE - DAY

Courtney and Sheldon enter the neat middle class home. No 
one is home.

SHELDON
Where’s your Mom?

Courtney drops her things.

COURTNEY
Atlantic City.
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SHELDON
Really? What for?

COURTNEY
She’s finding herself.

Off Sheldon’s puzzled look --

COURTNEY
My mom split when I was three. I 
got a postcard last fall from 
Atlantic City. Let’s go up to my 
room.

Courtney lights up the steps. Sheldon looks around.

SHELDON
Where’s your Dad?

COURTNEY
Work.

She disappears around a corner.

SHELDON
So..it’s just us?

INT. COURTNEY’S BEDROOM - DAY

Girly but in a boyish sort of way. On a shelf, a POLICE 
SCANNER chirps with an occasional radio call.

The young couple is on the floor, bent over a notebook.

SHELDON
What’s a 415?

COURTNEY
Disturbing the peace.

SHELDON
A 415D?

COURTNEY
Disturbance. Alcohol involved.

Flipping pages --

SHELDON
There’s sure a lot of those.
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COURTNEY
The best calls are the 459’s and 
the 487’s.

SHELDON
What are they?

COURTNEY
Burglary and grand theft. That’s 
about as wild as it gets around 
here. 

Sheldon flips through some more pages.

SHELDON
I don’t see any.

COURTNEY
Not for a while. The scanner has 
been quiet all week.

SHELDON
Really? 

COURTNEY
Yeah. It’s like all the bad guys 
have left town.

SHELDON
Really...left town...?

COURTNEY
Or maybe Spiderman came to town and 
cleaned up the streets.

As he flips the book shut.

SHELDON
Don’t be silly.

COURTNEY
Too bad. I like being silly.

She pops in a beat cop hat. Cocks it to one side.

SHELDON
So why are you into all this cop 
stuff?

COURTNEY
Why are you into Captain 
Stupendous?

41.



SHELDON
That’s different.

COURTNEY
How?

SHELDON
Because you’re a --

He looks up. And stops. Their faces are quite close. He can 
feel her warm breath on his cheek.

COURTNEY
soft, not offended( )

I’m a what?

From behind --

COURTNEY’S DAD
You’re a girl. A girl who needs to 
begin explaining.

At the door stands a MAN. A big man. He’s dressed in suit 
jacket and tie. A BADGE clipped to his belt. 

They hop up.

COURTNEY
Hi, Dad. This is the boy I was 
telling you about.

COURTNEY’S DAD gives Sheldon a hard once over. He places his 
hands on his hips revealing, intentionally, his shiny gun.

COURTNEY’S DAD
Well...do you have a name? 

Sheldon swallows hard.

SHELDON
Sh-sheldon, sir.

COURTNEY
Dad!

She puts an arm around her father.

COURTNEY
He’s a good guy.

Sheldon smiles at the compliment. And relaxes just a bit.
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COURTNEY’S DAD
Can you stay for dinner Sheldon? So 
we can...get to know each other?

Courtney looks hopeful.

SHELDON
No. I uh, actually have to get 
going.

He heads for the door. The kids share an awkward good-bye 
and Sheldon squeezes out the door.

The stern father turns to his daughter.

COURTNEY’S DAD
We are going to talk.

INT. SHELDON’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Sheldon, stares out the window toward David’s house. All 
quiet. No one is home.

ANGIE (O.S.)
Sheldon, dinner is ready!!

SHELDON
Not hungry!

ANGIE (O.S.)
Don’t care! It’s dinner time!

He holds up binoculars. 

THROUGH SHELDON’S BINOCULARS

He scans each window of David’s house. Downstairs lights are 
on but the rooms empty. He sees the closet door again. It’s 
open. The Captain Stupendous costume is missing.

Sheldon hears a rustle from the roof. He PANS UP. A startled 
RACCOON stares back. But below the raccoon is an OPEN 
WINDOW. The CURTAIN FLUTTERS in the breeze. 

A SHADOW moves about the second floor room. 

Sheldon lowers his binoculars.
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EXT. DAVID’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Sheldon knocks furiously on the front door. No answer. He 
knocks and knocks and knocks, until the door opens --

DAVID
Sheldon! What are you doing? Is 
there something wrong?

In a curt tone --

SHELDON
What took you so long to get to the 
door? Were you changing?

DAVID
Changing what? I didn’t hear the 
knocking. Maybe if you tried the 
doorbell --

SHELDON
-- what were you doing upstairs? 
How did you even get up those 
stairs?

DAVID
I wasn’t upstairs. What is this all 
about?

SHELDON
I was watching your house from my 
room --

DAVID
-- you were spying?

SHELDON
I was watching...and I saw someone 
upstairs.

DAVID
The second floor is storage.

SHELDON
The who was up there?

DAVID
Well...it’s an old house...

beat( )
...perhaps it’s haunted.

SHELDON
I don’t believe you.
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DAVID
It was a joke. I really don’t think 
my upstairs is haunted.

SHELDON
I don’t believe it wasn’t you on 
the second floor. I don’t believe 
you about the costume. I don’t 
believe that it was for Halloween. 
I think...I know...who you are.

DAVID
And who am I?

Sheldon responds with confidence --

SHELDON
Captain Stupendous.

DAVID
Jeez...Sheldon --

SHELDON
-- It’s okay. You can keep denying 
it. I expect you to and I don’t 
mind. 

Sheldon walks down the ramp. At the bottom he turns, looks 
up and smiles.

SHELDON
Your secret is safe with me.

With a new found spirit and energy, Sheldon runs back to his 
house. David watches. A pained look on his face.

INT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Sheldon is attentive. He listens to David’s lecture in quiet 
awe. No doodling. No daydreaming. Sheldon raises an eager 
hand. David pauses -- and calls on someone else.

EXT. RICKY’S COMICS AND CARDS

Sheldon paces outside. He occasionally peers through the 
window. 

Inside -- Ricky waits on a CUSTOMER.

Sheldon returns to pacing. Then the door opens and the 
customer exits. Sheldon stops pacing.
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INT. RICKY’S COMICS AND CARDS - DAY

Ricky fidgets with a display. The front door JINGLES. He 
looks up. A beat --

RICKY
Whatchya got?

AT THE DOOR is Sheldon. He pauses before he answers. Then --

SHELDON
My next door neighbor. He’s Captain 
Stupendous.

Serious --

RICKY
The cripple?

Sheldon nods.

RICKY
I knew he was too good-looking to 
be in a wheelchair.

INT. RICKY’S LAIR - DAY

A room above his shop. It’s decorated with JAPANESE ANIME, 
NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS and COMIC BOOK ART. A few heroes. 

Mostly villains.

In a corner is a cot and a hot plate. Ricky motions for 
Sheldon to sit. Ricky straddles a folding chair.

RICKY
When did he reveal himself?

SHELDON
He hasn’t. 

RICKY
Whoa...hold on. Then how do you 
know?

SHELDON
I have proof.

RICKY
What proof?

SHELDON
For starter’s he’s in a wheelchair.
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RICKY
So are a lot of people.

SHELDON
He’s a teacher.

RICKY
Go on...

SHELDON
And his name. David.

RICKY
David Champion?

SHELDON
David Champ.

RICKY
Close. And a name can be 
compelling...but it’s not enough. 
For instance, did you know Bruce 
Wayne, the pizza king of Decatur, 
IL is not Batman?

Sheldon shakes his head.

RICKY
A little digging in his garbage and 
30 days in the Macon County jail 
was all the proof I needed.

SHELDON
He has a costume. I saw it in his 
closet.

Ricky looks at Sheldon expectantly --

RICKY
You’ve been to the secret hideout?

SHELDON
No. His house. Then one night it 
was gone. 

RICKY
Go on...

SHELDON
And so was he. But then he came 
back.

RICKY
And the suit?
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SHELDON
I don’t know.

RICKY
Mmm-hmmm...

Ricky gets up. He paces while he thinks. 

SHELDON
And then there’s the drop in crime 
since he moved in. Courtney’s Dad 
is a cop. She says there hasn’t 
been a robbery or nothing in a 
week. Except for the guy --

RICKY
-- the guy who got caught.

Almost a whisper --

SHELDON
-- by Captain Stupendous.

RICKY
I want to believe you. And I 
believe that you believe that he is 
Captain Stupendous. But I need 
more. We need --

Ricky raises an eyebrow --

RICKY
Concrete. Corroborating. Evidence.

INT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

Sheldon struggles with his locker combo but it does not 
frustrate him.

COURTNEY
Need help with that?

She starts to flip the combo.

SHELDON
Naw. It’s okay. 

He pops open the locker on his own.

COURTNEY
So...your place or mine?
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SHELDON
I’m sorry. I can’t today.

COURTNEY
Why not?

SHELDON
I got stuff to do. 

COURTNEY
What kind of stuff?

SHELDON
Important stuff. I’ll catch up with 
you later.

He closes his locker, gives her a smile and hustles off.

Astonished --

COURTNEY
More important than me?

EXT. MAIN STREET - DAY

David rolls down the sidewalk. Sheldon peeks out from around 
a corner. He snaps a photo.

INT. SHELDON’S BEDROOM - DAY

Sheldon sits at his window. He spies on David’s house next 
door. David leaves. Sheldon makes a notation in a notebook.

EXT. DAVID’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Sheldon sneaks around the corner of David’s Van. He ducks 
down and crawls along the ground. He pulls a piece of chalk 
from his pocket and marks the tire.

EXT. DAVID’S HOUSE - MORNING

David drinks coffee on his porch. He cannot see that Sheldon 
is on the ground next to the Van’s tire. The chalk mark is 
smudged. He smiles and scribbles furiously in a notebook.

INT. CLASSROOM - DAY

David grades papers at his desk. He takes a swig from a 
water bottle. He looks at the clock and rolls out the door.
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Sheldon steps from a closet. He picks up the bottle with a 
gloved hand and puts it in a ziplock bag. 

INT. RICKY’S LAIR - DAY

Ricky reviews the array of evidence Sheldon has produced. 
Photos. Charts. The water bottle. Sheldon awaits the 
verdict.

Ricky looks up. A dramatic pause then --

RICKY
What the hell is all this stuff?

SHELDON
Evidence?

Ricky sorts through the mess --

RICKY
No. These are photographs of him 
around town. Charts about the times 
he comes and goes. What he eats and 
when. And what is this?

He holds up the baggie with the water bottle.

SHELDON
He drank from it. I thought we 
could use the DNA --

Ricky shakes his head.

RICKY
No. No. No. This is all...crap. 
What we need is real information.

beat( )
And that suit. 

SHELDON
What...the costume?

RICKY
It’s a suit, not a costume!

beat, calmer( )
And yes.

SHELDON
You want me to steal his suit?

RICKY
I want you to borrow it.
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SHELDON
What if he needs it?

RICKY
He’s got others.

SHELDON
How can you be sure? I only saw 
one.

RICKY
All superheroes have more than one. 
What if he spilled spaghetti sauce 
or a frappaccino? Do you think 
Captain Stupendous would fight 
crime with spaghetti sauce or 
frappaccino stains on his suit?

SHELDON
No?

RICKY
Of course not! Don’t be ridiculous. 
Bring me that suit. In the 
meantime, we need to find out more. 
Real stuff. Where did he come from? 
Background information. It requires 
a plan. A scheme. A covert 
operation. 

Ricky looks around the room --

RICKY
Where the heck is my whiteboard?

INT. SCHOOL OFFICE - DAY

David wanders in. He bends forward, holds his stomach and 
moans. The School Secretary looks up from her work.

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Are you okay?

SHELDON
I don’t feel well.

Fearing a fountain of puke --

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Nurses office! You know the way.

She goes back to work. Determined, Sheldon lets out a big 
moan, closes his eyes and falls to the floor. 
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SCHOOL SECRETARY
Oh my! Principal Brown! 

The Principal pops out of his office, sees Sheldon and leaps 
into action. 

SCHOOL SECRETARY
I think he’s going to erupt!

They pick up Sheldon and race him out of the office.

After a moment, Ricky slides into view. He does a shoulder 
roll over the reception counter and falls to the floor. He 
picks himself up and looks around. Coast is clear.

He makes his way to the filing cabinets. He scans them and 
finds the one he is looking for. He opens a drawer.

THE DRAWER

Ricky flips through folders with various names until he gets 
to “CHAMP, DAVID S.”  He pulls it and closes the drawer.

INT. RICKY’S LAIR - DAY

Ricky taps away on a computer. The open PERSONNEL FILE sits 
next to him. The information contained within has been fed 
into Google, Yahoo and Wikipedia. 

Multiple web pages are open on the desktop. Sheldon peers 
over Ricky’s shoulder.

RICKY
Good. Gooooood....

SHELDON
What?

RICKY
It appears Mr. David Champ has 
lived in three different towns in 
the past year alone. Each stay 
coincided perfectly with a 
precipitous drop in local criminal 
activity.

SHELDON
Really?

RICKY
That’s not all. Champ is not the 
only name our friend has used. 

(MORE)
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He also goes by Campien. Which 
RICKY (cont'd)

according to the Google world 
translator is Spanish for --

SHELDON
-- Champion.

Ricky nods. They both stare at the computer screen.

RICKY
This will totally make up for the 
Bruce Wayne incident in Decatur.

SHELDON
And so will this --

Sheldon holds up David’s Captain Stupendous costume. Ricky’s 
eyes light up.

INT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

Sheldon walks down the hall. Courtney struggles to catch up.

COURTNEY
Hey, wait up!

She catches him.

COURTNEY
Where are you going?

SHELDON
I’m late. I got plans.

COURTNEY
Again!?

She spins him around.

COURTNEY
Who is she?

Sheldon is taken aback, never having faced a woman’s wrath.

SHELDON
Who’s who?

COURTNEY
Whoever you’re going to see. What’s 
her name?
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SHELDON
It’s not like that. I promise. But 
I’m free tomorrow. Saturday night. 
Come by my house. Okay?

He scoots off.

SHELDON
Remember...Saturday night! It’s a 
date!

She watches him disappear in disbelief, mixed with a tinge 
of jealousy -- she spins on her heels. And is off in a huff.

A nearby locker closes revealing Terry. An evil gaze 
directed toward the door Sheldon just exited.

EXT. SCHOOL - DAY

Sheldon skips down the stairs and bumps into --

THE TWINS

Sheldon tries to side step them. They block his path. From 
behind --

TERRY
I saw you with your little 
girlfriend, Shelly.

Sheldon turns and faces --

TERRY
You two looked so sweet, walking 
down the hall...hand-in-hand. It 
would be a pity if something 
happened to her.

The Twins let out an evil bark. Terry silences them with a 
hand.

SHELDON
You stay away from her. Tease me 
all you want. But stay away from 
Courtney.

He shoves Sheldon into the Twins. They shove him back.

TERRY
And what are you going to do about 
it?
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Sheldon looks over his shoulder. In the parking lot, he sees 
David fire up the van and back out of his space. He doesn;t 
notice Sheldon’s impending doom.

Terry also sees him drive away --

TERRY
Teach can’t save you this time. 
You’re in my domain now.

As David drives away Sheldon catches a glimpse of one of the 
bumper stickers:  “I Feel Super!”  -- the “S” is a stylized 
Superman “S.”

Sheldon gathers some courage, puffs out his chest, and --

SHELDON
Stay -- away -- from -- Courtney.

Terry laughs.

TERRY
This is going to be fun...

He reaches for Sheldon. Sheldon closes his eyes, expecting 
the worse. Then...

A CELL PHONE RINGS. Terry stops. Twin #1 answers. We hear 
the muffled screaming of an verbally abusive woman --

TWIN #1
Yes, mama. Okay, mama. Sure mama. 
Right away, mama...

He hangs up.

TWIN #1
We got to go.

The Twins start to leave.

TERRY
Where you guys going? Get back 
here!!

TWIN #2
It’s Mama!

And the two run off. Terry returns to Sheldon. Not sure how 
to continue.

TERRY
I suppose you’re just gonna run 
away now...
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Sheldon’s does not back down. He puts up his fists. Terry 
looks side to side. They are alone.

Suddenly, and oddly, Terry backs off.

TERRY
You’re not worth it.

And he leaves.

Sheldon watches him go. Amazed. Confused. And victorious. He 
looks down at his cocked fists. And smiles.

INT. RICKY’S LAIR - DAY

Ricky wears the Captain Stupendous costume. It bulges in all 
the wrong places. He stands before his whiteboard.

RICKY
On the left I have made a list of 
all the known traits of David 
Champion aka Captain Stupendous 
according to the “Canon of Captain 
Stupendous,” copyright 1997, which 
includes the original Barclay comic 
series 1934 - 1984. The first, 
second and fourth movies. The 
Saturday morning cartoon, 1972 to 
1981 -- skipping Disco David ‘77 -- 
and the current live action show. 
Not included are the Dark Dime 
graphic novel and alternate reality 
series of 1994 to 1996 which we all 
agree majorly blew.

Sheldon raises his hand.

RICKY
Question?

SHELDON
Why are you wearing the costume...

RICKY
-- Suit.

SHELDON
...suit?

RICKY
In order to understand one’s 
adversary one must become the 
adversary. 

(MORE)
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Walk a mile in his shoes, or better 
RICKY (cont'd)

yet, spend a day...

Dramatic flourish as he motions to the costume --

RICKY
...in his skin. 

Ricky turns back to the whiteboard and continues --

RICKY
In the column on the right is 
everything we know about your 
neighbor David Champ.

Sheldon’s hand is up once more.

RICKY
Yes?

SHELDON
David’s my friend. He’s not an 
adversary.

RICKY
Whatever. May I continue?

Sheldon nods.

RICKY
Thank you. When you review the 
columns you will discover many 
coincidences and similarities 
between David Champion of the comic 
book and David Champ of...um...your 
neighbor. None of these 
similarities and coincidences can 
be explained away to my personal 
satisfaction.

Ricky finishes. There is a pause.

SHELDON
Is that it?

RICKY
Pretty much.

SHELDON
So what do we do now?

RICKY
I’m glad you asked. There is a 
third column --
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Like a propeller he flips the whiteboard on its stand. On 
the back is another list.

RICKY
These are traits of David Champion 
that have yet to be confirmed and 
cross-indexedified with David 
Champ. You will test him on these 
facts. And I --

Ricky raises his arms triumphantly.

RICKY
-- will test the limits of this 
suit.

He starts flexing and posing. Like Mr. Universe. Ricky 
turns, bends over and reveals his plumber’s crack. 

Above the butt crack Sheldon sees --

THE WHITEBOARD

“David Champion always dates women with the initials A. A.”

His eyes light up. Of course. How could he be so blind?

SHELDON
“AA”...”AA”...Angie...Ambrose...

DAVID (V.O.)
Angie! Angie!

CUT TO:

DAVID CHAMP IN HIS CHAIR

He calls out --

DAVID
Angie! Angie!

EXT. SHELDON’S HOUSE - DAY

David sits out front. Angie comes to the porch.

ANGIE
What are you yelling about? Have 
you heard of a phone?
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DAVID
It’s Sheldon. We need to talk.

Angie looks concerned. Her voice rises with every word.

ANGIE
Is he okay? Did something happen? 
What hospital is he at? Please dear 
God tell me --!!

DAVID
-- No. No. It’s not that. 

ANGIE
Then what?

DAVID
Sheldon is --

SHELDON (O.S.)
Right here.

Sheldon breathes hard. He ran all the way from Ricky’s.

DAVID
Sheldon...I think your mom and I...
I think we all need to talk.

ANGIE
About what? Can someone tell me 
what’s going on?

SHELDON
I can. The other day I played a 
sort of joke on Mr. Champ.

Angie puts her hand on her hips in an angry Mom sort of way.

ANGIE
What kind of joke?

SHELDON
I told him that I thought he was 
Captain Stupendous.

ANGIE
Oh, Sheldon...

SHELDON
It was a joke! I didn’t mean it!

DAVID
A joke?
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Pulling a tall tale out of thin air --

SHELDON
Yeah. Terry put me up to it. If you 
ask him he’ll deny it but he did. 
He said he was going to give me a 
whirly or something worse if I 
didn’t do it. 

ANGIE
What’s a whirly?

SHELDON
You don’t want to know. It involves 
a toilet.

David is not sure if he should believe Sheldon. But Angie 
does --

ANGIE
That Terry is such a bully! I 
should really call the school. 

SHELDON
No. Don’t. It’s okay.

to David( )
And I’m sorry.

ANGIE
Well, I’m glad we got this settled. 

David eyes Sheldon. Sheldon looks away.

DAVID
Yeah, settled.

ANGIE
I feel we owe you something. You’ve 
driven Sheldon home, his schoolwork 
has been so much better since you 
arrived in his class...and now 
this. 

SHELDON
How about dinner? Maybe you could 
invite him for dinner?

ANGIE
That’s a great idea! How about it? 
We’re having chicken. There’s 
plenty.

David looks at Angie standing so high up on her porch.
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